
 C ITY COUNCIL MEETING  
 
MUNICIPAL COMPLEX, EILEEN DONDERO FOLEY COUNCIL CHAMBERS, PORTSMOUTH, NH  
DATE: MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 8, 2025             TIME: 7:00PM 
   
Members of the public also have the option to join the meeting over Zoom, a unique meeting 
ID and password will be provided once you register. To register, click on the link below or 
copy and paste this into your web browser 
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_jNF17eXhSbu3zNnbwA12fw 
 
6:00PM - ANTICIPATED NON-PUBLIC SESSION IS BEING HELD IN CONFERENCE ROOM A 
IN ACCORDANCE WITH RSA 91-A:3, II (a) and (l)  

 
AGENDA 

  
I. WORK SESSION  
II. PUBLIC DIALOGUE SESSION [when applicable – every other regularly scheduled 

meeting]  
III. CALL TO ORDER [7:00 p.m. or thereafter] 
IV. ROLL CALL    
V. INVOCATION 
VI. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  
 

PROCLAMATIONS 
 
1. FTD Awareness Week in Portsmouth 
2. Suicide Prevention Awareness Month 

 
VII. ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES – JULY 14, 2025 (Sample motion – move to approve and 

accept the minutes of the July 14, 2025, City Council meeting) 
 
VIII. RECOGNITIONS AND VOLUNTEER COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 

1. Public Art Review Committee (PARC) Recommendation: 
• Proposed Gift of Original Artwork in Honor of Vernis Jackson 
(Sample motion – move to refer to the School Board for placement of artwork at 
the Portsmouth Middle School for report back to City Council) 

 
IX. PUBLIC COMMENT SESSION (This session shall not exceed 45 minutes) – (participation 

may be in person or via Zoom) 
 
X. PUBLIC HEARINGS AND VOTE ON ORDINANCES AND/OR RESOLUTIONS 
 

First Reading of Ordinance: 
 
A. First Reading of Ordinance Amending Chapter 10, ZONING ORDINANCE, Article 5A 

Character-Based Zoning, Section 10.5A43.45, Special Building Footprint Provisions; 
Section 10.5A43.46, Redevelopment of Existing Buildings; and Article 15, Definitions, 
Building footprint (Sample motion – move to pass first reading and schedule a public 
hearing and second reading at the September 24, 2025 City Council meeting) 

 

https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_jNF17eXhSbu3zNnbwA12fw
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Public Hearing & Adoption of Resolution: 
 
B. PUBLIC HEARING & ADOPTION of Resolution Amending #6-2022, Adopted April 4, 

2022, which Authorized a Bond Issue and/or Notes for costs related to the Feasibility and 
Design of a new Police Facility and or Rehabilitation of the Existing Facility, to include 
costs for the Entire Municipal Complex  

 
• PRESENTATION 
• CITY COUNCIL QUESTIONS 
• PUBLIC HEARING SPEAKERS 
• ADDITIONAL COUNCIL QUESTIONS AND DELIBERATIONS 
 
(Sample motion – move to adopt the Resolution as presented) 

 
 Public Hearing & Second Reading of Ordinance: 
 
C. PUBLIC HEARING & SECOND READING of Chapter 10, ZONING ORDINANCE, CITY 

OF PORTSMOUTH ZONING MAP be amended as follows: rezone parcels described on 
the City Tax Map 138 Lot 62; and Tax Map 138 Lot 63 from Character District 5 (CD5) to 
Character District 4 (CD4); to change the boundary of the North End Incentive Overlay 
District (NEIOD) by removing City Tax Map 138 Lot 60-2, Tax Map 138 Lot 62, Tax Map 
125 Lot 16, Tax Map 138 Lot 63 and a portion of Tax Map 138 Lot 60-3; and to amend 
the boundary of the Downtown Overlay District (DOD) by removing City Tax Map 138 Lot 
60, a portion of Tax Map 138 Lot 60-1, Tax Map 138 Lot 60-2, Tax Map 138 Lot 60-3, Tax 
Map 138 Lot 61, Tax Map 138 Lot 62, Tax Map 138 Lot 63, Tax Map 164 Lot 4, Tax Map 
125 Lot 17-1 and a portion of Tax Map 125 Lot 16 and Tax Map 125 Lot 17 from the DOD; 
and to add a building height standard of 2-3 stories (40 feet) along Rock Street to the cul-
de-sac at Foundry Place for City Tax Map 138 Lot 63, Tax Map 138 Lot 60-2, and Tax 
Map 138 Lot 60-3. The Zoning Maps to be amended are referenced in the City’s Zoning 
Ordinance at Chapter 10, Article 4, Zoning and District Use Regulations, Section 10.421, 
District Location and Boundaries, Section 10.421.10 and Chapter 10, Article 5A, 
Character Based zoning, Section 10.5A21.10, Content of Regulation Plan, Map 10.5A21A 
(Character Districts and Civic Districts) and Map 10.5A21B (Building Height Standards), 
collectively the "Zoning Maps"  
 
• PRESENTATION 
• CITY COUNCIL QUESTIONS 
• PUBLIC HEARING SPEAKERS 
• ADDITIONAL COUNCIL QUESTIONS AND DELIBERATIONS 
 
(Sample motion – move to pass second reading and schedule third and final 
reading at the September 24, 2025, City Council meeting) 
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Third and Final Reading of Ordinances: 
 
D. Third and Final Reading of Ordinance Amending Chapter 1, Administrative Code – Article 

I, Administrative Code Ordinance Amendments: 
• Section 1.102 – Administrative Organization 
• Section 1.103 – Organizational Chart 
• Section 1.105 – General Powers and Duties of the Department Administrators 
• Section 1.106 – Specific Duties, Functions and Responsibilities of Departments 
• Section 1.107 – Authority of City Manager 
(Sample motion – move to pass third and final reading of the Ordinance as 
presented) 
 

E. Third and Final Reading of Ordinance Amending Chapter 2, Seal, Deeds and Elections – 
Article II, Deeds, Section 2.201 – Execution to be amended by deleting the section in its 
entirety (Sample motion – move to pass third and final reading of the Ordinance as 
presented) 

 
XI. CITY MANAGER’S ITEMS WHICH REQUIRE ACTION 
 

A. CITY MANAGER CONARD 
 

City Manager’s Items Which Require Action: 
 
1. *Request to Establish Polling Hours for the Municipal Election 
 
2. Request to schedule three public hearings on September 24, 2025, for the City Council 

to consider whether to place three ballot questions on the November 4, 2025, Municipal 
Ballot regarding: (1) Allowing Social Districts; (2) Prohibiting KENO; and (3) Prohibiting 
Games of Chance 

 
XII. CONSENT AGENDA 
 

A. Request from Morten Steen-Jorgensen of Pepper Palace Inc., to install a Projecting Sign 
at 87 Congress Street (Anticipated action – move to approve the aforementioned 
Projecting Sign License as recommended by the Planning & Sustainability 
Director, and further, authorize the City Manager to execute the License Agreement 
for this request) 
 
Planning Director’s Stipulations: 
• The license shall be approved by the Legal Department as to content and 

form; 
• Any removal or relocation of projecting sign(s), for any reason, shall be done 

at no cost to the City; and 
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• Any disturbance of a sidewalk, street or other public infrastructure 
resulting from the installation, relocation, or removal of the projecting 
sign(s), for any reason shall be restored at no cost to the City and shall be 
subject to review and acceptance by the Department of Public Works 

 
B. Letter from Barbara Massar, Pro Portsmouth, Inc., requesting permission to hold the 

following events: 
• First Night Portsmouth 2026 – Wednesday, December 31, 2025 
• Children’s Day – Sunday, May 3, 2026 
• 49th Annual Market Square Day Festival & 10K Road Race – Saturday, June 13, 

2026 
• 23rd Annual Summer in the Street – Saturday evenings: July 4th, July 11th, July 18th, 

July 25th, and August 1st 
 
In addition, Pro Portsmouth, Inc., requests the City joins as a sponsor in support of the 
fireworks’ display in the amount of $3,000.00 (Anticipated action – move to refer to 
the City Manager with Authority to Act) 
 

XIII. PRESENTATIONS AND WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS 
 

A. E-mail Correspondence (Sample motion – move to accept and place on file) 
 
XIV. MAYOR McEACHERN 

 
1. Appointments to be Considered: 

• Reappointment of Robert Capone to the Cable & Broadband Internet Commission 
• Reappointment of Katinka de Ruiter to the Board of Library Trustees 
• Appointment of Jolanda Fannin to the Board of Library Trustees 

 
2. Acceptance of Resignations: 

• Charles Sullivan from the Sustainability Committee (Sample motion – move to 
accept with regret the resignation of Charles Sullivan from the Sustainability 
Committee and to send a letter of thanks and appreciation for his service to 
the city) 

• Alyssa Murphy from the Public Art Review Committee (Sample motion – move to 
accept with regret the resignation of Alyssa Murphy from the Public Art 
Review Committee and to send a letter of thanks and appreciation for her 
service to the city) 
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XV. CITY COUNCIL MEMBERS 

 
A. COUNCILOR COOK & COUNCILOR BAGLEY 
 
1. *Resident Parking Access Program (RPAP) (Sample motion – move to direct staff to 

develop a detailed implementation plan for a Resident Parking Access Program 
(RPAP), establishing a $1 per hour fee for non-resident vehicles in 
neighborhoods that surround downtown that are currently unmetered, with 
enforcement by license plate. Staff shall return to Council with a proposed 
framework, cost estimates, and recommendations for pilot neighborhoods, with 
specific consideration of how the program can also support higher-density 
affordable housing developments without parking requirements) 
 

XVI. APPROVAL OF GRANTS/DONATIONS  
 
A. *Acceptance of Grant from the New Hampshire Department of Justice for the NH Internet 

Crimes Against Children Task Force - $1,300.00 (Sample motion - move to approve 
and accept the New Hampshire Department of Justice grant in the amount of 
$1,300.00) 

 
XVII. CITY MANAGER’S INFORMATIONAL ITEMS 
 

1. *Report Back on Status of Converting State Street to Two-Way Traffic 
2. *Islington Sidewalks Report Back 

 
XVIII. MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS INCLUDING BUSINESS REMAINING UNFINISHED AT 

PREVIOUS MEETING  
 
XIX. ADJOURNMENT [at 10:30 p.m. or earlier] 
 
*Indicates verbal report with no attachments   
 
 
 
 
 
 

KELLI L. BARNABY, MMC/CNHMC 
CITY CLERK 


